
From: Barth, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Barth@MyFWC.com] 
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2020 3:20 PM 
To: marie.clark@premiermgmtcfl.com 
Subject: FWC: Coyotes 

  

Good afternoon,  
  
Thank you for contacting FWC about coyotes in your area. Coyotes are remarkable in that they 
can adapt very easily to rural, suburban, and urban environments, and although largely active 
at dawn and dusk they can be seen at any time. They are attracted to our neighborhoods by the 
availability of food, as their main foods are rodents, insects, and scavenged material. If they get 
used to getting food from people, they can become comfortable in the area and can become a 
nuisance. Therefore, it is important to secure all attractants (pet food, garbage, bird seed, fallen 
fruit, etc.), and to not feed them. You can also use hazing techniques (such as yelling, throwing 
rocks, using air horns, etc.) to scare the coyotes away as you see them. Coyotes are generally 
not a threat to people and are usually easily scared off. Deterrent products include motion-
activated alarms or sprinklers (ex. critter gitter, water scarecrow) which are designed to startle 
wildlife and keep them from accessing certain areas.  
  
Small pets can sometimes be at risk from coyotes, but some basic precautions can prevent 
conflicts. The best way to keep cats safe is to keep them indoors, as outside they are at risk 
from cars, domestic dogs, disease, coyotes, and other wildlife. Small dogs can be kept safe in a 
number of ways. When walking small dogs, we recommend walking on a short leash and 
keeping the dog close to you. Coyotes, especially if they have been consistently hazed by local 
humans, do not want close contact with people and will avoid small dogs if they see a person 
next to it. Another alternative is to keep the dog supervised in a fenced yard. For coyotes, a 
standard 6 foot paneled privacy fence would be effective, though gaps below the fence should 
be closed off. To prevent digging from dogs or coyotes, the fence can be reinforced with 
hardware mesh at ground level. Fences can also be enhanced with devices like coyote rollers or 
electric fencing. 
  
Killing and removing coyotes from a landscape where they are not currently causing problems is 
discouraged, as trapping coyotes is not a long-term solution. Coyotes are highly organized in 
their social structure and live in family groups consisting of one mated alpha pair and beta 
individuals that help raise young. Removing one or two will disrupt that hierarchy and cause 
more young to be born at a faster rate as the betas vie for and to try to replace the alpha 
position you are likely to eliminate on the first go (because alphas are the more active and 
visible group members). Coyotes are also beneficial to the ecosystem by providing insect and 
rodent control. However, there are a few links below that can show you which wildlife trappers 
operate in your area.  
  
FWC Living with Coyotes page (including a short "How to Haze" 
video): http://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/coyotes/ 

mailto:Lauren.Barth@MyFWC.com
mailto:marie.clark@premiermgmtcfl.com
http://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/coyotes/


How to haze coyotes video: http://www.projectcoyote.org/mediaroom/videos/how-to-haze-a-
coyote-2/ 

FWC General information about 
coyotes: http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/mammals/land/coyote/ 

Why killing coyotes doesn't work (Humane 
Society): https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/why-killing-coyotes-doesnt-work 

Hiring a Nuisance Wildlife Control 
Operator: https://public.myfwc.com/HGM/NWT/NWTSearch.aspx 

FAQs on nuisance wildlife rules: https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/faqs-
nuisance-wildlife/ 

  
If you have any wildlife questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at our Northeast 
Region office (352-732-1225). I’m happy to assist! 
  
Sincerely,  

Lauren Barth 

Wildlife Assistance Biologist, Northeast Region 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
1239 SW 10th Street 
Ocala, FL 34471 

(352) 732-1225 
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